Procedural learning of semantic categorization: a study of 110 non-disabled individuals.
This paper describes a cognitive procedural task in order to study procedural learning of semantic categorization. We evaluated age, educational level and gender effects on semantic procedural skill. The procedural task was developed in our laboratory, applying a manual and serial reaction time paradigm to semantic categorization. We investigated this form of procedural learning in 110 non-disabled subjects. We observed an improvement of semantic categorization reaction times (RTs) over time from practice, even with new verbal material to categorize. Age, educational level and gender did not influence procedural learning of semantic categorization but women performed faster than men. The results suggest that semantic categorization is susceptible to procedural training. The results suggest that semantic categorization is susceptible to procedural training.